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(1) Ali Had almost every virtue except those of the ruler: energy, decision
and foresight. He was a gallant warrior, a wise ¢ounseller, a true friend, and
generous foe but had no telent for the stern realities of statecraft and was
out-matched by unscrupulous rivals who knew that, "war is a game of deceipt”.
‘When his attempt to remove the Umayyad Governors appointed by Uthman was
resisted by a show of force by Muawiya the able Umyyad Governot of Syria.
Ali weakly agreed to submit the matter to arbitration. This brough upon him in
Iraq, a strategic centre of the Empire to which he had of remover his seat of -
Govermnment from to remote Medina, the revolt of a group of Arab conservatives
who insisted that Ali had no right to submit the caliphate to arbitration as it has
been conferred upon him by thy (Godguided Judgment of the whole body of the
faithful. One of this group, the Khawarijis or Seceders, murdered Ali in 661 A.
D. after the arbitrators had awarded the caliphate to Mu'awiya, no doubt, on the
ground of his greater fitness to govern.—A Short History of the Middle East by
G, E, Kirk, page 19,
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(1) His talents lay in field other than administration, namely in
boudoir Though he died at the age of 45, he succeeded in making &
uninaking one hundred marriages and ia winning for himself a highly
individual title—"the great divorcer". —The Arabs, by P. K. Hitti—p.
59.
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131 * Yezid was cruel and treacherour; his devpraved nature knew no
pity nor justice. His pleasures were as degrading as his companions were
low and vicious. He insulted the ministers of religion By dressing up a
monkey as learned divine and carrying the animal mm;i:-llcd on a beautiful
caparisoned Syrian denkey wherever he went. Drunken riotousness
prevailed at Court and was naturally imitated in the streets of the capital”-
A short History of the Saracens- by Ameer Ali, p83
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This is Catastrophe whereof I care not to speak at length as it is too
gricvous and horrible. For, verily it was a catastrophe than which naught
more shameful hath happened in Islam. Verily the murder of Ali was the
supreme calamity as from this event there happened there, as foul
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slaughters ...........c........and shameful usage as cause men's flesh creep
with horrow. May God curse every one of them who had hand there-in,
who ordered it and who took part in any part there of-Al Fakri.
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{3) "Yazid, born of a Beduin mother, bred in the free air of the
desert, an eager and skiful huntsman, a greceful poet, a gallant lover,
fond of wine, music and sport and little concerned with religons, having -
a handsome face and kingly qualities, might temper our judment (held
against him) had it not been for the balck stain which the tragedy of
Karbala ieft on his memory. His reign lasted for three years and six
months. In the first year he slew Hussain, in the second year he sacked
Madina, and 1n the third he attacked Kaaha.

The first outrage was not only a crime but also a gigantic blunder
which alienated from Yazid and his followers not only the loyalty (it
being little then) but also the tacit toletration of the followers of Mahomet. ~
The Shia faction who had hitherto been lacking in enthusiasm and self
devotion were all changed henceforth”
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The Tragedy of Karbala not only decided the fate of the caliphate
but of Muhammadan Kingdoms long after the caliphate had virtually
disappeared.

The rebellion of Abdullah Ibn Zubair who for 9 years (683-92 A.
D.) maintained himself as indepednd dent caliph in the holy cities, like
the more formidable resurrection of Al Mukhter (683-87 A. D.) owed
its success to the general desire for vengeance on the murderers of
Hussain and his kinsmen.

In the sack of Mediana Yazid's army (682 A. D) there perished 80
Sahabas and on fewer than 700 Karis (of the Kuran). The blood of
these men too cried for vengeance as Bid the desecrated sanctuary of
Macca

Karbala at last was amply avenged by Mukhter (686 A. D.) who
put to death many of the criminals of Karbala e. g.. Tbn Ziad, Shimar,
Amr bin Saad and hundreds of others.

A dissension followed after Mukhtar's death in (688 A. D.) from
rival leaders Abdul Malik, 'Ali's son Hanafiya, 1bn Zubair and Najda
the Kharijite who presided at the Haj each at the head of his own
followers.
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The movement of Mukhter was shiite and aimed a1 establishing the
rights of Hanafiya. It differed from later Shia movements which
recognise the importance of-two great lines : (1) the direct line of the
prophet namely Husain's family, and (2) the line of the Persian royal
house of Sasan. The two branches met a1 Zainal Abedin whose mother
was believed to be the daughter of Yazdigard the Persian king. Umar
Khattab brought as captive two daughters of Yazdigard and gave one
to Husain who named her Gazelle.

Umayyad rule reached its culmination in Abdul Malik's reign. In
his time the feelings of Ansars and other adherents of the line of the
prophate were ruthlessly outraged. Abdul Malik's capable bul cruel
génera] Hajjaj-bin Yusuf who first recommended himself to his
master’s notice by his readiness to beseize and bombard Mecca and to
suppress the rebellion of Zubair, was for more than 22 years the blood
thirsty and merciless scourge of the Muslim world. The number of
persons he hut to death in cold blood, apart from those slain in battle,
is estimated at 1,20,000.

He (A. Malik) was equally insensible to the sanctity of persons
and places when political considerations bade him destroy. The Syrians
under him never hesitated to obey his behests.

The whold Umayyad period is nothing but a reaction and riumph
of the pagan principle.
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The Tragedy of Karbala-Fact and Legend

To-day the Muslim world mourns the death of Al-Husain, the
second grandson of the Prophet, born at Medina in the 4th or 5th year
of the Hijra. Averse from pleasure and levity, he was more discreet and
dignified than his elder brother Hasan. In the stormy Caliphat of his
illustrious father he had lived in rerirement and even after his brother's
death, though at the head of the Shiites, he had kept himself strenly
aloof, during the Caliphate of Muawaya. from all political movements,
despite the insisitent solicidtaions of his partisans in Iraq. On the
accesion of Yazid, however, things canged. Yielding to the Pressure of
his Iragian followers Husain abandoned retire ment, but before 1aking
the final step he resolved to makesure of his position, He, accoringly,
sent his cousin-Mustim b. Aqgil to Iraq to report the situation to him,
On arrival thousands of Shiahs greeted him and Muslim forth with
advised Husain 1o lead the eager band. In the meantime Ubaidullah had
taken up thé Governorship of Irag. He arrested and executed. Muslim.
While matters stood thu in Iraq, Husain, refusing to take the oath of
fenalty to Yazid left Mecca for Kufa in persuance of Muslim's advice.
On his way he was informed of the execution of Maslim, Ubaidullah,
watching Husain's movements, took necessary steps to check his
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progress and posted cavalry to patrol the road from Hijaz to Iraq.
Weak, ill-organized and defenless. the party of Husain came into
collision with one of these detachments. On their refusal to half,
Ubaidullah's horsemen accompanied them to Karbala, which, ten days
later, became the scene of Husain's death. During these len days
Husain's attitude was marked by his characteiristic indecision and
irresolution. Encircled by the soldiers of Ubaidullah he was cut off
from the waters of the Euphrates -Ubaidullah banking his hopes of
submission on this strategy. Husain persuaded, on the other hand, of
the invioa-bility of his persons, ignored the whispers of prudence and
resisted the powers of the Umayyad Government arrayed against him.
He had recknoed on the Kufan soldiers but they wrecked his hopes.
The cxecution of Muslim b. Aqil had terrorized and coerced them into
* submission. And thus the last chance of success passed away.

THE BATTLE

On the 10th of Mohurrum, 61 A. H. (10th October, 680), Omar
b. Saad b. Abi Wakkas assumed command of the 4000 men assembled
at Karbala, Husain was summoned to surrender at discretion, but he
distegarded the ultimatum. Omar thereupon surrounded the camp. His
partisans opposed, but Husain-did not stir. An engagement followed in
- which Husain fell wounded. He played none of the heroic parts so
fondly credited by the Shiites to him. As a verbal report to Yazid says:
"It did not last long; just time to slay a camel or Lo take a nap”. We
have it on reliable authority that Yazid, the caliph, deplored the whole
affair, We are al so equally assured that he neither desired nor ordered
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it. His instructions merely were to secure the persons of Husain to

prevent him from becoming the centre of a dangerous agitation. The

Caliph-so the authenitc account runs-treated the Alids who had
survived the catastrophe with honour, provided generously for their
needs and gave them an escort to Medina. These, indeed. are the facts
which autheniic history hands down. But upon this slender basis a

magnificent fabric has been reared. Legend, fiction, imagination,
malice,partisanship-they have all conspired together to draw a picture
at once [oolish, false and grotesque. The meticulous detais of horror
and wickedness -pure creations of fancy imputed to he Umayyads,

evoke year by year not merely ceaseless torrents of tears from the
Shiite listeners but wani only perpetuate a fiction destructive of the

unity and solidarity of Islam. Let us, now, dispassionately look at this
event in the light of contemporary politices. It will be readily conceded
that it was the political aspect of Islam that appealed most to the
Umayyads. Islam to them meant unity 6( the Arabs and conquesl of
the world. And ro this twofold task the set themselves, strenuously,

persistently, In defending, therefore, the politics of Islam they were
{ogically and consistently defending the religion of the Prophet; for
were they not towinborn? Taking their stand thus and, I confess,

rightly so. they treated all who oppésed and thwarthed this scheme of
things as rebels against Isiam, for were not the insurgents ruining

Islam, and thereby imperilling the Istamic cause? '

The Muslims did not-in {act as thing stood they could noi-separate
one from the other. Hence all those who in auy way disturbed or
endangered the unity of sthe tate were regaie . . cnemies of Islam.
This obvious reading of the politics of thie ©+ uyyads explains and
justifies many Government acts and i wsi ey which subsequent ages

have censured or condemned withoul sericus (ought or conclusive
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evidence, Nope but blind panils,anship can condemn the action of the
Umayyad Government in regard to Husain. Whatever may be the
measure of the moral guilt of Umar b, Sad b. Abi Wakkas, Yazid,
upan the evidence before us. is entitled te an honourable acquittal.

Building up the Legend
i

It is interesting 1o note that even hefore the tragedy of Kerbala, the
Ashura Day, the 10th of Mohurrum, was associated with many events
important a like to the Jews and the Arabs. The Prophet is reported 1o
have said: "O ye men, hasten to do good work vn this day, foritis a
prand and blessed day on which God had mercy on Adam”. Muslims
celebrated this day as a day of rejoicing until the murder of
Husain-since when they came to consider it as an unlucky day. Thus
reports Beruni, but he does not throw any light as 1o when the
systematic, methodical, organized mourning of the Shiites-such as we
arg Familiar with-actually came into existence.

For this we must go to the history of Baghdad. The Hamadanids
were followed by the Buwayyids- fierce Shiite fanatics. Till then the
Sunnite banner had floated aver Baghdad, 1Tnder Moiz-ud Dawlab,in
352 A. H, we hear, for the [irst time, of the miroduction of solemn
wailings and lamentations on the the 10th of Mohurrum. The baza's
weze closed: the butchers suspended their business: the cooks ceased,
cooking; the listeners were emptied of their contenis pitchers were
placed with felt coverings on the streets: women walked about with
fallen tresses, blackened faces, torn dresses, sttikinglthcir faces and

wailing for Husain.also pilgrimages were made to Kar. bala. On this
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day, says Beruni, common people have an aversion to renewing the
vessels and utensils of the household. '

In the same year, on the 18th of julhijjah, the celebration of the
day of the "Pond of Khumm" {the day on which the Prophet is said to
have nominated 'Ali as his successor) was officially introduced at
Baghbdad. On this day. on the other hand, Muiz-ud-Dawlah ordered
the usual accompaniments of a festive celebration. Tents were pitched.
carpets were laid. Valuable things were exhibited; with blowing of
trumpels and beating of drums a huge bonifire was lighted in front of
the office of the Chief of Police. On the following morning camels
were slaughtered and pilgrimages were made to the graves of the
Qurasihites. |

The Sunnites returned the compliment by celebrating the day of
the death of Husain as a day of rejoicing. They dressed themselves on
the day in new garments with various kinds of ornaments and painted
their eyes with stibium; they celebrated feast and gave banquets and
partics.

After the fall of the Fatimids, the Sunnite Ayyubids convented,
according to the Syrian custom, the ‘Ashura’, Day. hitherto regarded
as an official day of mourning, into one rejoicing and festivity. The
Sunnites even invented a direct counter cclebration. Eight days after the
Shiit morning for Husain, they mourned,, on their part, for Musab ibn
Zubair and visited his grave at Maskin on the Dujail, just as the Shiites
visited Karbala. And indeed, eight days after the 'Feast of the Pond’
the Sunnifes set up a counter-feast. th-;: celebration of the day on which
the prophet and Abu Bakr concealed themselves in a cave. They
celebrated this feast in precisely the same way as did the Shiites their
'Feast of the Pord.
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Fixing the Sanctuary

It is significant of the sudden and rapid vise of the Shizhs o the
4710 century that thew fer the fiest me. their fwo greal sanciairies
were definitely located in Mesopotamia. Hitheriv there wias un
uncertantly about g teve of Al Lven 1 332 A 11 Masadi thus
write: “NSonie look for the grave of Al in the mosque at Kula, others
int he coadel there, mud vet othiers by ine arde of Fatnma's grave al
Medina . According 1o others the camel which carried the coffie wenl
astray and 'Adl found biv rial resung-place somiewhere n the ierriory
of Uiz tribe of Tai The Shote Hanwsadani, Ao Thaja <317 AL HO)
adomed the plhice a0 Meshed” Alewindh lo-day posses for the grave of
Adi-wirh a huge domed mouseloen cesung on anamber of guadranguliv
coly woas, with a doot on esci snde. The Waar tho Sablan vowed
durany ani dnesss (it siive e be secover he woeald encicele the
aasedenn with gewail. et this vow ne bulfilled m the 301 AT The
Litso gredd an taoany Knowiedge. bured there an his request, wis a
Bphe od ey b Basra who diegd e 342 A H. OF e rulery,
Sedasbeods Dasdan was the Sest e be buted by the sule of Adrs grage,

ta Becioantenied b st 3 the Dar-ul-Mulk at Baghdad This

wery uend ad-Diawlah bad tw crave of Husan ar Karhaka, wineh nad
Ster ehen v, plougped oved and sown al the mstaice ol the Caliph
Wicies oxe piased with 2 pwnament. In the dth/1ih century a
ieihntoe s s Mery Bodsted ol being e proud possessor of the head
e Prmes o0 AMurprs die ead was saad To have been taken in S48
Vob s N atonn 1o £ane The Tarmavsa o 728 AT deaares v

e teriade =P bt Aready 1 a9 1009 2 Waedd o Ran hud piven
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dhirections for s Joad body 1o be taken to Karbala for burial. His son
inguired of the Alids wether he could purchase land for 500 dinars by
the side of Husain s giave for his father's burial. The "Alid replied that
he would aceept no money from those who take sheiter in fhe
neighboarhood ol his ancestor. Ths the son secured a pluce withoul
payment. The mterionr of the sanctuary at Karbala has been for the first
tme described by ibn Batuta in e 8/ 14th cenuray, OF the old 1mes
we only hear than ihe sarcephagus was coverd with a piece of cloth and
that candics were kepr burning around ir, The piety of another
Buwbayyid Prnce Buill @ mosque over the grave of Rida at Tus, the
maos! beautilul in Khorasan, Christuian influences, apparent in Islamic
theo logy are strikingly so in the Husain-legend. Many of the pathetic
icidemts of Passion Friday are introduced into the "Ashura’ feast
tiere were even shitfes who raught that Tusain was not really killed
bui. like Tesus, appreacd so to men.

Chyistian influences outside and Hindu influences within India are
largely responsible for the Mohurrum celebration as ir exists in the
Muslim world of to-day. Hisiory has faded into legend: reason has
been bost in Tanatcism; a sense of the litness of things has vanished iv
wild orgies. and a day of mourning-if vou take it to be suchi-has been
converted into one of tnmultous reverly and unrestrained license. N
until the 4/10th century do we have this organized dispiay of mmguish
and grief. The Moharrum carnival always brings to may mind the sad
but significant lines of Jalaluddin Rumi-

Alas! thal a religion so sublime as ours,

Shoulid, by the mob. be thus strangled

-5. Khuda Bukhsh. (1)

(1) Vide statesman, Caleutta, dated May 29, 1931
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{3) "Avarice and cruelty dominated his character and his
lientenants.” Says Masudi, "followed his footsteps in the shedding of
blood." ... "He was the first, says an annalist, "Who acted
treacherously in Islam, the first who forbade speaking in the presence
of the Caliphs, and the first who prohibited exhortations to justice,
saying, 'Let no one enjcin upon me the fear of God or love of equity.
but I shall smite his neck.' In character he resembled Charlemagne.
Just, when justice was not opposed to his dynastic interest; daring and
energetic, resolute and ambitious he never faltered in the persuit of his
designs,”_ History of the Saracens by Ameer Ali. P. 101.
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(3) ....To the bulk of the pople, who clung to the descendants of
the prophet, the emissaries of the Abassides affirmed that they were
working for the apostolical family. The adherents of the Fatimides
little suspecting the treachery which lay behind this professin, without
the knowledge of 1He Imams and without their sanction, extended to
Mohammad Bin Ali and his party the favour and protection which were
needle to impress upon his action the sanction of a recognised
authority. —A Short History of the Saracens, by Syed Ameer Ali, P.
135.
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($) A Short History of the Saracens, Ameer Ali, P. 243.
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(3) A Short History of the Saracens by Ameer Ali, P. 589 (fool
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Husain's death at Karbala (680 A.D.):-

_ Round his tomb and that of Ali in the neighboeuring city of Najf,
“there rapidly grew an emotional Shi't martyrology among the large
numbers of poor Arabs who had not benefited materially from the
spnills ol conquest and the Persian converts o Islam who were denied
equality of siatus by the race-proud Arabs. They evolved the doctrine
that Ali and his descendants had inherited with the caliphate, not
merely Mohammed's temporal authority over ail Islam, but also his
spiritual inspitation. Some Shi'is indeed went so far as 1o maintain tha
All was greater than Mohamnied, that while the mission of the later
was merely 1o transmit to mankind the 1ext of the Quran, ils inner
spiritual significance was contained in Ali; while the Muslim profession
of faith declared Mohammed the Apostle of God, the Shi'is proclaimed
Ali the Saiut of God. His death and that of Husain were conceived as
martyrdoi for the salvation of mankind, a notion probably inspired by
the Christian doctrine of the Atenement. The spiritual inspiratian of Ali
and his sons was held 10 be passed on to their descendants. the
Shalyids descended from Husain and the Sharifs descended from
Hasan, who are 1o this day objects of Shi"is vineration. In particular,
buth remporal & spiritual power was believed to pass from Husain to
his legal heirs in each generation, to whom as the infallible Imam
{leader) the implieit obedience of the Shi"is was due in all matters,
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religious or secular. Had any ol the descendents of Ali possessed
something of the political talent of the best Umayyads, he would
certainly have been able to supplant them. such was the superstitious
revercnce of the Shi”is for their Imams; but, in fact, the Umayyads,
whose power rested on the mass of moderate people, Muslims and
non-Muslims alike. who wanted above all things law and order, were
able with some difficulty 1o maimain their ascendency. (1)
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(%) A Short History of the Middle East by Professor G, E. Kirk
M, A. Cantab, P.21,
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